
GEARS Radiator  June, 2016  

1 

Founded: August 13, 1939 June,   2016 

- 
 

 
Picture courtesy EVARC 

olden 

mpire 

mateur 

adio 

ociety, Inc. 

W6RHC 
IRL #8170 

Echolink #322788 

P.O.Box 508 Chico, CA 95927-0508 http;//www.gearsw6rhc.org 

 

THERADIATOR 
“Dedicated to Public Service” 

Coming Events 
 
O.A.R.S. GENERAL MEETING 
Second Friday, of month, 7:00 p.m., at St. 
Paul’s Church Parrish Hall, 1430 Pine St., Oroville 
 
 G.A.R.S. Second Thursday of month, 4:30 
p.m.  Lutheran Church Hall, Artois; 4:30 p.m.  
 
G.E.A.R.S General Meeting, third Friday of 
month, Butte County Search and Rescue 
Bldg., Chico. Social hour  6:30, meeting at 
7:00.  
Board Meetings:  2nd Saturday of  month  
 
Butte A.R.E.S. MEET: fourth Friday, at Butte 
County Search and Rescue Building. 

  
 FCC EXAMS - GEARS VEC 
 
 First Sunday of every even numbered month. 
 At the Butte County Search and Rescue Building,. 
Written test at 2:00 p.m. For information or pre-
registration call Tom Rider  -W6JS;  530-893-9211 

Club Events: News and items of interest 
GEARS Calendar...all inside.           
 
Website: www. gearsw6rhc.org 
Www.gearsw6rhc.org 

 QST de KA6GND 
 
According to many, now that the Memorial Day 
weekend has happened, summer is officially here! 
To GEARS that means Field Day is upon us – June 
24-26, GEARS turns 77 years old on August 13th 
and the annual Steak Bake will close out the sum-
mer on September 17th – lots of fun stuff! 
 
Congratulations to Dick Wolstenholm, W6BIN for being awarded with a 
GEARS Life Membership at our May meeting. Dick has been a dedicated 
member of GEARS since the 1970’s and is well deserving of this rare 
commendation – you earned and deserve it Dick. 
 
I was able to show our recently received ARRL Special Service Club cer-
tificate to the club. This means that GEARS will continue to serve our 
community with our communication capabilities and also continue to pro-
mote amateur radio to our communities, training and mentoring  new 
members to grow our ranks in this wonderful world of amateur radio.  
 
The culmination of our May meeting was our annual auction. This im-
portant fundraiser for our club proved to be exciting and entertaining dur-
ing several bidding wars of sought after treasures. Thank you to Rick, 
KI6VOS for leading this event and to his dedicated  “interpretation”  assis-
tants Tom, W6JS and Gene, WA6ZRT.  Going “way beyond the call of 
duty”, master of the details was Clark Hansen (AE5WD). Clark was the 
real hero of the whole operation in keeping track of all of the transactions. 
A special thank you to the widow of Julian Lerenz, KK6VL for the dona-
tion of his hf and vhf radios, which helped us immensely.  
 
Received at the auction was $733.00 in auction proceeds. In addition, 
$40.00 was received for auctioning Oroville Amateur Radio Society 
(OARS) Drawing tickets (all of which our fabulous friends at OARS do-
nated to GEARS). The grand total was $773.00 – way to go everyone! 
 
Our June meeting will consist of another short “Ham Class 101” - a show-
n-tell of a homemade 2 meter antenna by Chris, KK6VZD who will be 
visiting us from Yuba City. Our main program will be a discussion about 
our Field Day event this year including stations, operators, antennas, lay-
out and events during Field Day weekend at Platte Mountain lookout in 
Forest Ranch. 
I hope to talk with you on the air soon, 
73,  
Larry Marcum, KA6GND,GEARS President; 530-345-5399 

 The Prez’ Says: 
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Board of Directors Meeting: May 14 2016 
 
ATTENDANCE    Anna Horn and Stephen Wolske not pre-
sent. 
 
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATIONS:  none 
 
OLD BUSINESS: 
Minutes of Apr 9 board meeting approved. 
 
Treasures report:   
$2608.16.  New liability insurance is in effect on May 1st. Rick 
is looking into board members’ liability insurance. 
 
NEW BUSINESS: 
 
Committees: 

Raffle:  Good for now. 
 
Field Day:  Michael not present. 
 
Net Manager:   Rick is updating the script and roster. 

Changing the net time to 19:30 in June. 

 
VEC:   none.  
 
Wildflower:  Anna not present. 
 

Classes: No classes till June or  July. 
 
Programs: May program will be the auction. 

 
Survey:  . 

 
 
ADJOURNMENT:  10:30 am 
Dale Anderson, 
Secretary 
 

 
MINUTES OF GENERAL MEETING for May 20 2016 
 
 
Introductions: 
 
PROGRAM:  Auction. 
 
ATTENDANCE:     All present. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENT: 
Next board meeting is on June 11 at 9am at BloodSource. 
Club net every Tuesday 19:30 starting in June. 
June 24,25 will be Field Day. 
July Program:  Bob Hiel K9EID, ham nation via Skype. 
Repeater tsql now active. 
The club has updated its special club status with ARRL. 
We are now on Face Book. Golden Empire Amateur Radio Soci-
ety/GEARS. 
Presented Dick Wolstenholm with a lifetime membership plaque.  
The Oroville club is having a drawing for an antenna analyzer. 
 
Open mike:    none.  
 
VEC:   none. 
 
MINUTES:   none. 
 
TREASURER:    none. 
 
Field Day:  Bands still open fir st come fir st served. Need 
band captains. 
 
 
ADJOURNMENT:  19:20 hr. 
 
Dale Anderson, 
Secretary 

RE: Tape Measure Beam For Radio Direction 
Finding Article on Pages 8 &  9  :  
 
This three part series on a Tape Measure 
Beam was given to me by Klaus Keil, KD6G-
TE in Paradise.  He built one and showed to 
us at a GEARS meeting a few years ago.  
 
This is a three part article and Parts 2 & 3, will 
be in the GEARS Radiator Newsletter in July 
& August. It was originally built by  
Joe Leggio, WB2HOL of Summerfield, NC. 
 
Stephen, W6AKF  
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 W6BIN—DICK WOLSTENHOLM HONORED  
 
President Larry Marcum KA6GND presented W6BIN Dick Wol-
stenholm a rare recognition, a Life Membership to GEARS.  Roy Gene 
Rolls until this month has been the one and only recipient of this honor. 
 
Dick has been an active Ham for over 64 years, a member of GEARS for 
at least 35 years and has held every office, participated in every activity, 
been an inspiration to all Hams who meet him.   
 
Michael Favor N6FAV– interviewed Dick as a “Member of the Month” 
for the  December 2014 issue of the Radiator.  Michael’s article “fleshes” 
out Dick Wolstenholm, and for the benefit of our newest members, and 
as a memory nudge for the rest of us, Michael’s article is reprinted here. 
 
   #### 
 
 GEARS - Meet a Member - W6BIN - Dick Wolstenholm 
 
Dick Wolstenholm, W6BIN, has been an active Ham for over 62 years, 
and a member of GEARS for longer than we remember exactly.  Alt-
hough we do know Dick was President of GEARS 25 years ago, during 
the 50th Anniversary celebration.  He's a lively character with an impish 
grin, and still an active Ham today at age 80. 
 
Dick first got interested in Ham radio in 1951, as a teenager hanging out 
at the local AM radio station in Fort Bragg, where his buddy was friends 
with the station engineer.  Dick and his friend scrounged up a few spare 
parts, and built a couple of low-powered bootleg radios that could trans-
mit at the low end of the AM broadcast band.  
 
Dick and his friend packed their AM transmitters inside a couple of port-
able AM radios, although in the days before transistors, "portable" radios 
were the size of small suitcases.  They took the bootleg radios down to 
Ten-mile beach for testing, and would walk down the beach in opposite 
directions to see how far they could get and still be able to talk to each 
other, using phony call-signs.  Dick's made-up license number was 
W6PDQ. 
 
A short time later, Dick got his first real FCC license at the age of 16, 
with the help of an active local Ham who was authorized to give the 
Novice and Technician tests locally.  To get his General license, Dick 
had to ride the bus from Fort Bragg to San Francisco to take the test at 
the only place you could take it, the Federal Customs House. 
 
In those days everything was CW or AM.   Single-sideband had not been 
invented yet, and voice was only allowed on 160, 10, and 2-meters.  And 
with no 2-meter repeaters, there was not much activity on 2-meters.  40-
meters was CW only, and he remembers when 40-meters was opened up 
for voice.  The first evening, he says, "It was bedlam." 
 
You had to pass a Morse Code test at 5 WPM to get a Novice license, 
and then you had to have a year of experience before you could move up 
to a General class license, which required passing the Morse code test at 
13 words per minute, both sending and receiving. 
 

Astonished, pleased and a little flustered, 
W6BIN displays his Life Member Plaque. 

Dick’s guests .. his daughter and granddaugh-
ter, visiting from Colorado Springs, Colora-
do. 
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On the day Dick was taking the Morse code test for his General license, he was given a set of head-
phones and a pencil and single sheet of paper for the test.  He realized just in the nick of time that the 
headset had a loose connection.  He had to hold the cord steady with one hand while he copied down 
Morse code with the other.  By the time he got to the bottom of the page, the single sheet of paper was 
sliding all around the table, giving him a heck of a time.  But he still managed to pass the test.  A year 
later, he rode the bus from Fort Bragg to San Francisco again to get his Advanced license. 
 
Later when Dick took a class in Ham radio as a college student at Cal Poly, he was so far ahead of the 
class that the teacher gave him a field-promotion to Teacher's Assistant.   
 
The class had a Morse practice machine that could play back Morse code at different speeds, using holes punched in paper-tape.  
Dick cranked the machine all the way up to  30 WPM, and was still able to copy the code.  He couldn't write that fast, but he could 
type it on a "Radio Mill", a specialized type-writer used to copy Morse code.  It was ALL-CAPS, and had a few extra keys, such as a 
separate number "1" key, back when regular typewriters used the lower-case "L" as the "1". 
 
Dick remembers when SSB first started coming into use.  You could hear this strange "squawking" on the radio.  At first, a lot of 
Hams didn't know what the heck it was, but then somebody would come on using AM and explain how you could tune it in with the 
BFO that was normally used for CW, even if your radio was not designed for side-band. 
 
In 1964, Dick and a few local airplane pilots (including the author's father, David Favor) formed the North Valley Flying Club, 
which allowed the club members to split expenses and share ownership in a couple of small airplanes.   
 
Dick learned to fly, and got his pilot's license in a tiny little two-passenger Cessna 140 "tail-dragger".  Later he owned two different 
airplanes of his own.   It's been awhile since Dick has had a chance to use his pilots license, but he's been thinking about dusting off 
his old flying skills and getting back into pilot seat as a "Light-Sport Airplane" pilot. 
 
Dick's career included over 35 years as a technician for the phone company, repairing and maintaining switching equipment at the 
central office.  During his career he saw all of the old electro-magnetic relays replaced with computers, and the long-distance copper 
wires replaced with fiber optic cables, before he retired in 1990.  As a retired gentleman for the last 24 years, Dick says he now lives 
"a life of leisure", and "enjoys it quite a bit". 
 
Dick was happily married to Betty for 57 years.  They raised a son and two daughters. Their son, Ronald, has the call-sign K6BIN, 
and he hopes someday he can fill his dads W6BIN shoes.  Ham radio naturally took a back seat for much of the last few years, as 
caring for Betty became Dick's top priority.  Sadly, Betty passed away in October 2013.   
 
At home, Dick currently has an Icom-746 for HF.  He mostly enjoys the 160, 40, 10 and 15-meter bands with a wire antenna.   He 
also likes working mobile HF from his car on long road trips, in addition to 2-meters. 
 
Dick enjoys joining in on the 160-meter net on Monday nights on 1930 KHz, now called the "Willy-net" in honor of the late Willy 
van de Kamp, who was a GEARS member for many years. 
 
Dick is not really too interested in DX.  He enjoys it if he stumbles across it, but he doesn't go looking for it.  He's more of a "rag-
chewer".  However, he does remember one time when he called CQ on 10-meters and got a call back from a guy in Hong Kong.  He 
chatted with the guy for about half an hour.  When he signed off, he says, "the whole world piled in and wanted to talk to the guy.   I 
didn't realize he was that rare." 
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Dick has dabbled in some of the digital modes a little bit in the past; RTTY, PSK31, and slow scan TV, but he really didn't get that 
much of a kick out it, so these days he pretty much sticks to voice and CW.  
   
For Field Day, Dick uses an Icom IC-735, which he likes because it is relatively compact, along with a 40-meter dipole.  He often uses 
a slingshot to string a wire antenna up between a couple of pine trees.  He also built a low-powered QRP radio for CW that he can run 
off a battery.  Sometimes he sets that up just for fun to see what he can get.   
 
When I asked Dick for any suggestions or advice he might have for a new Ham, he said, "Get a radio, and get on the air.  If you got the 
license and never use it, why bother?  And learn code, if you can, and get on CW.  A lot of people say they can't learn Morse code, but 
I did it, and if I can do it, anybody can."  Morse code used to be something that every Ham had to know.  He 
says "Morse code was the glue that held all of us Hams together." 
 
Dick's closing words of wisdom to me - "Life is short, have fun while you're here."   
 
Dick currently shares his home in Chico with Kaliman, a dachshund named after the exotic Mexican comic-
book superhero, and a little chihuahua puppy named Princess.  When Dick is not on the radio, he can be reached 
by email at gears1939@gmail.com. 
 
 
Radiator—December 2014 Issue 
 
 
 

(Author's Note:  Since I just joined GEARS recently, I figured that interviewing a few GEARS members might be a fun way 
for me to get to know everybody, and maybe help other GEARS members get to know each other a little better, too.  I hope 
this will be the first of a series of articles about GEARS members, and may become a regular feature in The Radiator. 
 
  -- Michael Favor, N6FAV, michaelf@favorsoftware.com.) 
 
 

 
--- 
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 KI6VOS Rick Hubbard- auctioneer -  
A lively meeting filled with laughter, fun 
& many radio artifacts & going-going-gone! 
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           VEC  TESTING 
                2:00 p.m.  
             June 5, 2016 
 August 7, 2016 

 
     AT BUTTE COUNTY 
     SEARCH & RESCUE 
           BUILDING 

          All Classes  
Technician, General and 
              Extra. 
    Contact:  
     Tom Rider-W6JS 
 530-893-9211 

 Rustyboyrider@aol.com 

 GEARS IS NOW ON FACEBOOK! 
 

We now have a Facebook page to help 
publicize our club activities to those on 
Facebook. We are at : 

 
Golden Empire Amateur Radio Society– GEARS. 
 
  Larry, KA6GND 
 

****************************** 

Don Wallace Museum Foundation 
Closing; Donates Assets to Northern 
California DX Foundation 

The Don Wallace Museum Foundation (DWMF) is 
shutting down, as the famous W6AM Rhombic 
Ranch in Rancho Palos Verdes, California, has 
been subsumed by residential development. The 
DWMF has donated $29,000 to the Northern Cali-
fornia DX Foundation (NCDXF). 

“The donation comes with no restrictions or cave-
ats,” DWMF Board Chair Joe Locascio, K5KT, 
said. “As I strongly suspect, Don (the original) 
W6AM would favor such a donation to an organi-
zation dedicated to DXing!” 

Locascio said the foundation is in the final phase of 
closing down after nearly 30 years of existence. 
“The W6AM Radio Club will continue as long as 
needed to support the W6AM call sign,” he noted. 
Locascio said the Board was making the donation 
to NCDXF “on behalf of previous donors,” who 
had hoped to see some radio activity at the old 
W6AM Rhombic Ranch. 

“Unfortunately, we were not able to achieve our 
long term goal of an actual museum with an active 
radio station on the property,” Locascio said. He 
pointed out that a 18 × 24 bronze plaque on a large 
rock, unveiled in March 2015 and dedicated to the 
memory of Don Wallace, W6AM, remains at the 
entry to the Wallace Ranch (see Sept 2015 QST, p 
20), where more than 80 homes are located on the 
approximately 24 acres of property that W6AM 
owned when he died in 1985. 

CONTINUED PAGE 13 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Caps embroi-
dered with your 
name and your        
call sign may be 
ordered  by con-
tacting   WA6ZRT
-Gene Telephone 
#530 –345-3515 

    
 

 DO YOU HAVE OLD QST MAGAZINES 
   IN SEARCH OF A NEW HOME? 
 

 Gene Wright has that future home for that 
 QST, through his project to place QST  
 Magazines in professional offices of throughout 
 Chico. 
 
 Labels placed on the QST’s will advertise the 
 Golden Empire Amateur Radio Society and  
 Encourage the readers to consider Ham Radio 
 as an interesting hobby of not only fun, but 
 With potential for community service of many 
 Facets.    
 
 Bring the QST’s to the Club meetings or con
 tact: 
  Gene –WA6ZRT–530- 345-3515. 

http://ncdxf.org/
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but  it works just 
fine. 

 

 

 



GEARS Radiator  June, 2016  

10 

   
 Here is a request  that deserves your attention and dissemination to your members. 73, John Stettler, Section PIC 
 

 
Greetings, 
  
As part of my new position as the Vice President and JOTA Chairman of K2BSA, I am reaching out to as many Scouts 
and Amateur Operators as I can to share the great news about Radio Scouting and K2BSA.  I first want to thank you for 
your interest in Amateur Radio and Scouting, and if you don’t already, urge you to bring these two great interests together 
in Radio Scouting.   
  
As I talk to people across the country I am amazed how many of our Amateurs have a background in Scouting and how 
many of our Scouts are Amateurs but they don’t know about Radio Scouting.  Did you know that the President of the 
ARRL Rick Roderick , K5UR, and Second Vice President of the ARRL Brian Mileshosky, N5ZGT are Eagle Scouts.  What 
is common among all of you has been an interest in having more support from K2BSA and Radio Scouting.  Your 
voices have been heard loud and clear. 
  
The K2BSA Board has been hard at work and is very excited by all the interest and help pledged by many of you in pro-
moting Radio Scouting and in raising the awareness amongst the 2.5 million Scouts and 700,000 Amateurs.  The K2BSA 
Amateur Radio Association (KARA) goals are straight forward.   
  

  Increase awareness of Radio Scouting. 

  Provide resources that can be used at the local level. 

  Increase participation in every type of Radio Scouting event. 

  Be the clearing house for Radio Scouting information. 
We have already created a new K2BSA logo, started branding merchandise, created several sub-committees (Scouting 
Nets, Radio Merit Badge revision, 2017 National Jamboree, Scout Camps On The Air, JOTA), added resource articles, 
and much more. 
  
I am very passionate about the combination of Amateur Radio and Scouting, Radio Scouting, and my recent appointment 
as the K2BSA JOTA Chairperson and Vice President of KARA. I was a Scout as a youth, never an Eagle though, and 
came back to Scouting with my Eagle Scout son.  I can think of at least 27 merit Badges with a direct connection to Ama-
teur Radio and all it represents. I believe our Scouts today represent our leaders of tomorrow.  They will be our innova-
tors, experimenters, entrepreneurs and explorers. Through Radio Scouting we can help them develop the skills they need 
to meet the challenges of tomorrow.  With greater exposure to Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics 
(STEM) their opportunities of success will be increased. 
  
I am asking you to join me in my You and a Friend campaign to raise awareness.  Please reach out to your friends, con-
tacts, and colleagues, Amateurs or Scouts and point them to the K2BSA.com website or to me personally, 
w3lne@arrl.net.  Please also send me your ideas, suggestions and resources you are willing to contribute to our worth-
while efforts for Scouting and Amateur Radio. 
  
I pledge to join You and a Friend in making K2BSA the valuable resource you need and one you will be proud to be a 
member of.  
  
I will be attending Dayton Hamvention to support the Radio Scouting booth in the ARRL Expo area.  Please stop by or if 
you see me out and about, I’ll have my Scout Uniform on, give me your feedback on our efforts. 
  
Please consider joining K2BSA Amateur Radio Association. 
  
Don Kunst EMTP, ASM T151, Bear, W3LNE 
Vice President and JOTA Chairman, K2BSA Amateur Radio Association 

mailto:w3lne@arrl.net
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Design Advances Make Portable 
Operation Easier, More Fun  
 
By Dan Romanchik, KB6NU 
 

I've just returned from the Dayton Hamven-
tion. Dayton was a blast as usual, and if 
there's one thing I took away from this 
year's event it's that portable operation is 
not only becoming more popular, but more 
sophisticated as well. In fact, it's a virtuous 
circle. More sophisticated portable equip-
ment is making portable operation more 
popular, which is spurring manufacturers to 
make more sophisticated equipment, which 
is making portable operation even more 
popular, and around we go. 
 
This is perhaps most easily seen in the evo-
lution of the Elecraft products. One of their 
first rigs was the K1, a small rig that was 
frequently toted out into the field, even 
though it wasn't really designed for that 
purpose. It had a small form factor, but had 
a conventional front panel layout. 
 
The next evolution was the KX1. This CW-
only radio was designed specifically for field 
work. It originally only covered 40m and 
80m, and had a very limited front panel, but 
its built-in battery pack and KXPD1 paddle 
made it a great choice for portable opera-
tors when it was introduced in 2004. 
 
A big leap forward was made when they intro-
duced the KX3 in 2012. This radio combined a 
bunch of  features never before found in a 
portable rig. The KX3 features an SDR ar-
chitecture and covers all modes, including 
(SSB, CW, Data, FM, AM); used the same 
full-sized LCD display as the K3; has ad-
vanced DSP features; and can be connected 
to a computer via USB for firmware up-
grades and for use with other ham radio 
software. The KX3 is so full-featured that 
many operators use it as their main rig with 
a suitable linear amplifier. 

 
At Dayton 2016, Elecraft took this concept 
even further and introduced the KX2. It's 
about half the size of the KX3, but yet has 
almost all of the features of the KX3. 
There was a tremendous amount of buzz 
over this radio at Dayton among portable 
operation aficionados. The base price of 
the KX2 is $750, and with options, will 
cost you about $1,000. 
 
Of course, Elecraft isn't the only company 
competing in this market. LNR Precision 
sells a radio called the LD-5, and at Day-
ton, they introduced the LD-11, which like 
the KX3 and KX2 features an SDR archi-
tecture and covers 160m - 6m. This radio 
goes for about $800, and has also proven 
to be popular among portable operators. 
 
Dayton also had a number of exhibitors 
that supplied products other than radios 
to aid portable operation. There were sev-
eral portable antenna manufacturers, 
Buddipole (buddipole.com) and PackTenna 
(packtenna.com), and BiEnno Power 
(biennopower.com) was also there, show-
ing off their new lithium-iron batteries,  
 
While radios like the KX2 and LD-11, at 
relatively low prices, allow operators to 
easily get out into the field, portable oper-
ation would not be as popular as it is 
without organized activities. Programs like 
the Summits on the Air (SOTA, 
www.sota.org.uk, na.sota.org) and the 
National Parks on the Air (NPOTA, npo-
ta.arrl.org) make portable operation even 
more fun. These programs do this by 
providing a structure in which operators 
can find one another and gain awards for 
operating. SOTA did not have a booth at 
Dayton, but NPOTA was a big part of the 
ARRL section there. 
 
If you aren't already a portable operator, 
you should give it a try! You don't have to  
 
Continued on page 13: 

http://www.sota.org.uk
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 Drawing for Comet Antenna Analyzer November 11, at 
Oroville Amateur Radio Society.  

 
CAA-500MARKII  
The NEW CAA-500MARKII SWR/Impedance Analyzer  made by Comet ! 
The new analyzer retains the same analog cross needles to display SWR and impedance, but 
ADDS a full color TFT LCD display screen providing graphic and numerical SWR along with 
total impedance with R and X values. 
Features: 
AUTO SWEEP MODE 
MANUAL SWEEP MODE 
MULTIPLE MANUAL SWEEPS 
Range: 1.8 – 500MHz (including 222MHz band)RF output level:  0dBm 1 mW 

 Measured SWR Range:  Analog meter 1.0 – 6.0:1 , LCD display 1.0 – 9.9:1 

 Impedance measurements: 12.5-300 ohms 

 Reactance range:  0 – 500 Ohms (absolute value) 1.8 -190MHz 

 Battery indicator and selectable Auto-Power-Off timer 

 Operates up to 9 hours continuous using six AA Alkaline or NiMH cells (not included) or use an external 8-16VDC 200ma power source (DC 

cable included) 

 Internal trickle charger option when using NiMH batteries 

 Size: 3.5 x 7.75 x 2.65 inches (overall) 

 Weight: 2lbs 2oz with alkaline batteries installed 
 

includes Padded nylon soft case to protect the Impedance analyzer from damage.  
The CAA-500/CAA-500MarkII are sensitive test instruments, the CAA-5SC protects the case and meter lens from damage caused by accidents or 
everyday wear and tear. 
 

               
 
 

Tickets are $5.00 each, or 5 for 
$20.00.   Contact Ron Osborne 
KD7UHF 

http://www.cometantenna.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/09/CAA-500MarkII-Manual-band-sweep-mode-with-color-overlays-e1441935449695.jpg
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The GEARS Newsletter Staff: 
Editor and Publisher……………...Dorothy Post 
Printing &Distribution  snail mail: Evelyn Weir 
Website…Stephen McDermott W6AKF 
The Radiator is a monthly publication of the Golden Empire 
Amateur Radio Society (GEARS). It is the policy of the 
Editor to publish all material submitted by the membership 
provided such material is in good taste, relevant to amateur 
radio, of interest to GEARS members, and space is availa-
ble. Please send all submissions to the Editor – Dorothy Post 
by the last day of the month through the following medium: 
E-mail: dj@posthouse.us  
 
Club Officers: (Board of Directors) 
President …………………….....Larry Marcum-ka6gnd 
Vice President…………….….. Stephen Wolske-kf6hss 
Secretary ……………………..  Dale Anderson-kk6evx 
Treasurer…………………….  ....Rick Hubbard-ki6vos 
Past President ……………………..Anna Horn Kg6goa 
Director…………………………....   Tom Rider-W6JS 
Director………………………..…Gene Wright-wa6zrt 
Director………………….…..Raymond Foulks-kg6mrk 
Club Meetings 
General Meeting Third Friday 7:00 PM 
Board Meeting Second Saturday  
 
GEARS Club Net as of 6/7/16 
Tuesdays 7:30 PM 146.850 MHz-PL 110.9 
 
GARS Club Net:Monday,7:00 pm 147.105+Mhz   
 PL 110.09 
Thursdays Simplex Net 7:30 p.m. 146.52 
 
Sacramento Valley Traffic Net 
Nightly 9:00 PM 146.850 MHz-PL  110.9 
 
ARES Nets: 
Butte  Mondays 20:00 146.850 MHz-PL 110.9 
Yuba Sutter Thursdays 19:00 146.085+MHz PL 127.3 
Glenn Thursday 19:30 147.105 MHZ +PL 100.0 
 
Other Nets: 
Sac Valley Section Net—7:00 PM 2nd Wed of the month 
146.085 MHz+PL 127.3 
 
440 Wed. Night 8:00 PM Wednesday 440.650 MHz 
 
Golden Bear 7:00 PM Daily 3975 kHz 
 
Willie Net 8:00 PM Mondays 1930 kHz 
 
Western Public Service System (WPSS) 
 7:30 PM  3952 kHz 
 
ARISS (International Space Station) Uplink 144.490 
MHz      Downlink 145.800 MHz 
Hope-1 satellite: all uplinks are in 145Mhz band:  
All downlinks are in 435Mhz band 
...California Traffic Net: 3906 KHz nightly @6:00 pm 
For traffic listing & @6:30 p.m. for roll call. 
 

 
 

KB6NU continued from page 11  : 

 
invest a bunch of money in a rig to just try it. 
KX1s have been had for less than $400, and 
simpler QRP rigs cost a lot less. Getting outside 
and operating in the fresh air is a lot of fun and 
could give you a whole new perspective on am-
ateur radio. 
   ###### 
   
Continued from page 7: DWMF SHUTTING DOWN: 

“This large grant to NCDXF is our way of letting the do-
nors to the museum know the funds were passed to a 
charitable foundation whose goals are consistent with the 
museum goals,” Locascio said. 

Former notable members of the DWMF include the late 
US Sen Barry M Goldwater, K7UGA, who was Honor-
ary Chairman. 

“The NCDXF Board of Directors has assured the 
DWMF that the donated funds will be carefully used to 
support DXpeditions to the most wanted entities, which 
tend to be the most expensive,” NCDXF Vice President 
Glenn Johnson, W0GJ, said in a May 31 NCDXF news 
release.   

   ######## 

  No Club Breakfast this Month 

Our Club breakfast falls on Saturday June 25th, which is 
Field Day, consequently our next Club Breakfast will be 
August 27th, Farmer's Skillet, Rio Lindo & Cohasset 
Rds, Chico. 

   ######## 

  For your battery needs go to 

   Batteries Plus   

  Tell them you are a GEARS 

    Member and ask for the GEARS discount. 
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Date 

Time Event Location Contact party 

Sunday,  
June 5, 2016 
August 7 

2:00 p.m. VEC—Exams 
 

Butte Co. Search & 
Rescue Building 
2591 Morrow Lane, 
Chico 

Tom Rider 
530-893-9211 

Thursday 
June 9, 2016 

4:30 p.m. 
Board and 
General Meeting   
. 

GARS-Glenn 
Glenn Amateur  
Radio Society 
General Meeting, & 
Amateur Radio 
Emergency Services 

Lutheran Church 
Hall: 
565 Main Street 
Artois 

Albert Leyva 
530-567-5979 

Friday,  
June 10, 2016 

 OARS 
Oroville Amateur 
Radio Society  
General Meeting 

St Paul’s Church  
Parrish Hall 
1430 Pine Street 
Oroville 

Ron Osborne-kd7uhf  
530 589 1834 
kd7uhf@yahoo.com 

Saturday  
June 11, 2016 

Board meet:  
9:00 a.m. 
 
 

GEARS Board of 
Directors Meet 
Members are 
Invited!  
 

Blood Source 
Blood Source Bldg 
555 Rio Lindo Ave 

Larry Marcum, 
KA6GND 
530 345 5399 
ka6gnd@gmail.com 

Friday  
June 17, 2016 
 

General Meeting 
Social 6:30 p.m. 
Program: At 7:00  
General meeting 
8:00 p.m. 

GEARS 
Golden Empire 
Amateur Radio 
Society 

Butte County 
Search and Rescue 
Building 
2591 Morrow Lane 
Chico 

Larry Marcum, 
KA6GND 
530 345 5399 
ka6gnd@gmail.com 

Friday, Saturday , 
Sunday, 
June  24, 25, 26   

FIELD DAY GEARS  Michael Favor 
N6FAV-Chair 
899-8878 
michael@favorsoftware.com 

Free of charge to ARRL members...Subscribe to the ARES E-Letter (monthly public service and emergency 
communications news), the ARRL Contest Update (bi-weekly contest newsletter), Division and Section news 
alerts -- and much more!  And did you know: You may Find ARRL on  Facebook!  Or Follow ARRL  on Twitter! 

    Donations to GEARS are TAX DEDUCTIBLE 
 
 We are a 501 c 3  organization, and as such, donations cash, or materials, donated to GEARS are 
 Tax deductible.  When you donate to GEARS, be sure you receive a letter of acknowledgment 
 from our Secretary as proof of the donation and its value for the State and Federal Tax 
 Authorities.  This is a win-win for GEARS and for you, the member or the party donating! 

http://www.arrl.org/myarrl-account-management#%21/edit-info-email_subscriptions
http://www.facebook.com/ARRL.org
http://twitter.com/arrl

